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MOCK BOARD EXAMINATION IN 
CRIMINALISTICS 

 
SET – D – 100 Items 

 
INSTRUCTION: Select the correct answer for each of the following questions. Mark only one answer 
for each item by marking the box corresponding to the letter of your choice on the answer sheet 
provided. STRICTLY NO ERASURES ALLOWED. Use pencil no.1 only. 

 
 

1. In fingerprint parlance, it means the location or finding of a previously filed duplicate record card of 
the subject. Which of the following is being referred to? 

A. Catch  
B. Chain 
C. Locate 
D. Pick up 

 
2. It means embracing all the possible variations of classification which a set of fingerprints may 

produce. Example: a loop may be inner or outer; the “I” and “O” therefore are combinations. A whorl 
may be inner, meeting or outer; “I” “M” and “O”. This is called - 

A. Combinations 
B. Maximization 
C. Grouping  
D. Classifying 

 
3. What do you call the large cushion below the base of the big toe? In this zone may appear loops, 

whorls, or combination of them. It may contain no pattern at all just a series of papillary ridges 
running across the area.  

A. Thenar Zone 
B. Ball Zone 
C. Foot Palm 
D. Palm prints 

 
4. In fingerprint filing, a system of classifying and filing single Fingerprints devised by Harry Battley 

during his time at the New Scotland Yard, London, England is called – 
A. Simplified Fingerprint Files 
B. The X Files 
C. Battley Single Fingerprint Method 
D. The Francis Galton Method 

 
5. When a single ridge forks or splits into two ridges, expert call it a – 

A. Blocking ridge 
B. Bifurcating ridge 
C. Converging ridge 
D. Traced ridge 

 
6. The area at the heel, where infrequently do patterns show in this zone, usually only ridge formation 

consisting more than latitudinal striations. In fingerprinting, they call this – 
A. Calcar Zone 
B. Capal Zone 
C. Carpal Delta Zone 
D. Ball Zone 
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7. This is an area about the center of the palm, down near the wrist. It is not always expected to find a 
pattern in this zone, but when a delta does appear there, renders comparison easier. In fingerprinting, 
they call this – 

A. Calcar Zone 
B. Capal Zone 
C. Carpal Delta Zone 
D. Ball Zone 

 
8. What is the science that deals with the study of the character or behavior through the use of 

fingerprints? 
A. Dactyloscopy   
B. Dactylomancy  
C. Dactylography 
D. Fingerprinting 

 
9. In the study of fingerprints, what do you call a point on the ridge formation at or directly in front of the 

divergence of the type lines? 
A. Dot 
B. Converging ridge 
C. Delta 
D. Bridge 

 
10. It merely means applying powder to the print in such a way that the powder will adhere to the 

moisture left by the ridges of a finger. 
A. Developing a photo powder 
B. Developing a latent powder 
C. Fuming 
D. All of the above 

 
11. ____ are unusual ridge structures having well-defined patters; the ridges are extremely short which 

never got very far, never fused and are a series of “patches” caused by a disturbance of 
developmental process at the early fetal (prenatal) life of the individual. 

A. Dissociated ridges 
B. Diverging ridges 
C. Bifurcating ridges 
D. Arch Loop 

 
12. When the exit of as loop formation points toward the fingertips, we call this – 

A. Curving 
B. Distal 
C. Wallop 
D. Radial 

 
13. It refers to patterns consisting of two separate and distinct loop formations. Two loops do not have to 

be of the same size. All that is required is that there be two separate and distinct loop formations, two 
sets of shoulders and two deltas. 

A. Accidental whorls 
B. Double loop whorls 
C. Plain whorl 
D. Central Pocket Loop Whorl 
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14. This area is situated on the little toe side of the foot, just under the planter zone. It is on that side of 
the foot toward which the bone of the lower leg runs. It corresponds to the ulna bone of the arm. 
Which one of the following? 

A. Ulnar Zone 
B. Ball Zone 
C. Fibular Zone 
D. Carpal Delta Zone 

 
15. The series of guide cards having tabs on which are lettered the various fingerprint classification 

combinations is called – 
A. Fingerprint Classification Index 
B. Indexing 
C. Filling Out 
D. Encoded Files 

 
16. If dactyloscopy is the science of fingerprints, the science of identifying through friction ridge 

characteristics existing on the sole of the human foot is called – 
A. Poroscopy 
B. Podoscopy 
C. Palmistry 
D. Foot palm identification 

 
17. ___ are depressions or canals between the ridges, which may be compared with the low area in a tire 

tread. 
A. Ridges 
B. Canals 
C. Furrows 
D. Epidermis line 

 
18. Among the following, the most common type of chance impressions are – 

A. Tangible Prints 
B. Invisible Latent Prints 
C. Palm prints 
D. None of these 

 
19. In the classification system, what are those created by the counting of loops and the tracing of whorl 

type patterns appearing on the right and left thumbs? 
A. Primary Classification 
B. Secondary Classification 
C. Major Division 
D. Sub-Primary Classification 

 
20. Among the following is one in which the ridge whose course being trace from the left delta toward the 

right delta passes outside (under) the right delta with not less than three ridges intervening. 
A. Outer Whorl 
B. Inner Whorl 
C. Accidental Whorl 
D. Central Pocket Loop 

 
21. A very important step in deriving a primary classification, which means arranging a set of fingerprints 

so that all numerator fingers or values are above the line and that all denominator fingers or values 
are below the line. 

A. Bridging 
B. Filing 
C. Pairing off 
D. Factorial 

 



www.criminologysolutions.com                                     RKMCS, Copyright 2020    Page 4 of 13 
 

22. What is the area that is located at the bases of the index, middle, ring, and little fingers? Patterns 
may appear between deltas, the spaces where on might find patterns are numbered II, III, and IV.  

A. Palm Pattern Zone 
B. Palmar Zone 
C. Calcar Zone 
D. Fibular Zone 

 
23. ___ is the science of personal identification through friction ridge characteristics existing on the 

palmar surface of the human hand. 
A. Podoscopy 
B. Palmistry 
C. Chiroscopy 
D. Dactylography 

 
24. When the pattern in which the ridges enter on the one side of the pattern and flow towards the other 

side, rises at the center, with no recurving ridge, no angular formation and no upward thrust, then it is 
– 

A. Plain Arch 
B. Plain Loop 
C. Plain Whorl 
D. Tented Arch 

 
25. When the pattern is composed of two deltas and in which at least one ridge makes a turn through 

one complete circuit, the it is – 
A. Plain Arch 
B. Plain Loop 
C. Plain Whorl 
D. Tented Arch 

 
26. In this area, it occupies the entire ball pattern zone; it corresponds to the palmar zone of palm prints. 

Here, it may appear loops, whorls, combinations of them or merely unpattern ridges. 
A. Ball zone 
B. Plantar zone 
C. Fibular Zone 
D. Calcar Zone 

 
27. The appearance of extra fingers as anatomically known is called – 

A. Fingerism 
B. Androidism 
C. Polydactylism 
D. All of these 

 
28. The taking of fingerprints of a deceased person for identification purposes is known as – 

A. Ante Mortem Fingerprinting 
B. Post mortem fingerprinting 
C. Cadaverism 
D. Morguerism 

 
29. A _____ is a tiny elevation or hair like structure found on the epidermis and with several pores 

elevated on the fingerprint portion. 
A. Fingerprint 
B. Furrow 
C. Ridge 
D. Pattern  
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30. What do we call the details in the ridges of fingerprint patterns which are used in comparing and 
identifying fingerprints? Sir Francis Galton called them “minutiae” but the principal one is called 
“Galton details”.  

A. Fingerprint Characteristics 
B. Type of Patterns 
C. Ridge Characteristics 
D. Classification 

 
31. The single ending ridge in the center of a recurring ridge of a loop is called – 

A. Rod or Bar 
B. Dot 
C. Line 
D. Delta 

 
32. Which among the following is one made by rolling in inked finger from one side of the fingernail to the 

other? 
A. Rolled impression 
B. Latent print impression 
C. Forced impression 
D. All of these 

 
33. These are molded or plastic impressions. They are prints made in plastic materials such as soap, 

melted candles, wax paraffin, putty the adhesive gums to envelope and postage stamp are the like. 
What do we call these? 

A. Powder Prints 
B. Semi visible latent prints 
C. Latent prints 
D. Latex 

 
34. The means of the placing of a group of classified sets into their correct filing order before beginning to 

file or search them is called – 
A. Filing 
B. Sequencing 
C. Collecting 
D. Classifying 

 
35. In fingerprinting, this is an abnormality in the embryological process of different growth. The spacing 

among ridges diverges from the norm to produce the appearance of paired ridges. This is called – 
A. Split ends 
B. Split ridges 
C. Follicle abnormality 
D. Ridge counts 

 
36. Who among the following was an anatomist who was responsible for the earliest written references 

on fingerprints in 1684? In his “Philosophical Transaction”, he reported the patterning of the 
fingerprints and the illustrated them with drawings of various patterns. 

A. Thomas Bewick 
B. Marcelo Malpighi 
C. Nehwmiah Grew 
D. Adolphe Bertillon 

 
37. One of the following was an anatomist who described the function of the skin and mentioned pattern 

formed by the ridges? A layer of the skin is named after him. 
A. Thomas Bewick 
B. Marcelo Malpighi 
C. Nehwmiah Grew 
D. Adolphe Bertillon 
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38. In 1823 he wrote a thesis in which he described and named nine standard types of fingerprint 

patterns and vaguely outlined a system of classification. 
A. Francis Galton 
B. William Herschel  
C. Henry Faulds 
D. John Purkinje 

 
39. He favored fingerprinting and introduced the system of classification and filing upon which our 

modern methods were based.  
A. Francis Galton 
B. Richard Henry 
C. Edward Henry 
D. Henry Raynolds 

 
40. The first fingerprint evidence was first used in a case of murder in 1905 in __. 

A. China 
B. England 
C. United States 
D. Paris 

 
41. The acceptance of fingerprint evidence by the courts has always been predicated on the assumption 

that “no two individuals have identical fingerprints”.  
A. The statement is true 
B. The statement refers to a principle in fingerprinting 
C. The statement is acceptable in legal proceedings 
D. All of the above 

  
42. The individuality of fingerprint is not determined by its general shape or pattern but by a careful study 

of its _____. 
A. ridge characteristics 
B. color and location in the finger 
C. individuality 
D. identity of the subject 

 
43. Fingerprints are a reproduction of friction skin ridges found on the ___, except -  

A. palm side of the fingers and thumbs 
B. surface of the palms  
C. human face 
D. soles of the feet 

 
44. The skin is composed of layers of cells. Those nearest the surface make up the outer portion of the 

skin known as ___. 
A. the epidermis 
B. the dermis 
C. the papillae 
D. the capillary 

 
45. It is well known that once the dermal papillae develop in the human fetus the ridge patterns will 

remain unchanged throughout the life except __. 
A. to enlarge during growth 
B. distorted by cuts and burns 
C. application of poison 
D. application of strong acid-based solution 
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46. In fingerprinting studies, each skin ridge is populated by a single row of pores that are the openings 
for ducts leading from the sweat glands.  

A. The statement is false 
B. The statement is true 
C. The statement is partially true 
D. The statement is partially false 

 
47. Fingerprints that are deposited in a manner that are invisible to the eye are commonly referred to as 

__. 
A. latent fingerprints 
B. furrows 
C. microscopic prints 
D. invisible prints 

  
48. If an injury reaches deeply enough into the skin and damages the dermal papillae, a permanent scar 

will form. However, for this to happen, such a wound would have to  
A. penetrate 1 to 2 millimeters beneath the skin’s surface 
B. penetrate 2 inches beneath the skin’s surface 
C. penetrate 3 cm beneath the skin’s surface 
D. apply corrosive acid. 

 
49. Perhaps the most publicized attempt of fingerprint obliteration was that of the notorious gangster 

John Dillinger who tried to destroy his own fingerprints by   
A. applying a corrosive acid to them 
B. burning his fingers with lighted match 
C. distorting the prints with a bladed weapon 
D. cutting his fingers 

 
50. All fingerprints are divided into three classes on the basis of their general pattern of Loops, Whorls, 

and  
A. Arches 
B. Accidental patterns 
C. Curves 
D. Deltas 

 
51. On a general distribution of fingerprint patterns according to experts, which of the following is 

correct? 
A. All fingerprint patterns are originally loop 
B. 60-65% of the population has loops, 30-35% has whorls, and about 5% has arches. 
C. 75% of fingerprint patterns are ulnar loops. These three classes form the basis for all ten-

finger classification systems presently in use. 
D. Less than 10% are fingerprint patterns from convicted criminals. 

  
52. Studying fingerprint patterns, a typical loop pattern must have one or more ridges entering from one 

side of the print, recurving, and exiting from the same side. If the loop opens toward the little finger, it 
is called __ 

A. Ulnar Loop 
B. Radial Loop 
C. Delta 
D. Core 

 
53. The pattern area of the loop is surrounded by two diverging ridges known as ___.  

A. Type lines  
B. Delta 
C. Core 
D. Center area 
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54. What is called the ridge point nearest the type-line divergence in a fingerprint pattern? 
A. Core  
B. Loop 
C. Delta 
D. Divergence 

  
55. Whorl patterns are divided into four distinct groups with a minimum of two deltas. A plain whorl and a 

central pocket loop have at least ___ that makes a complete circuit.  
A. One ridge 
B. Two ridges 
C. Three ridges 
D. Multiple ridges 

  
56. A double loop is made up of two loops combined into one fingerprint.  

A. The statement is true 
B. The statement is false 
C. The statement is partially true 
D. The statement is partially false 

 
57. What makes the plain arch and the tented arch fingerprint pattern differ? 

A. The plain arch is formed by ridges entering from one side of the print and exiting on the 
opposite side 

B. The plain arch tends to rise in the center of the pattern, forming a wavelike pattern.  
C. The tented arch tends to rise smoothly at the center of the patterns on a sharp upthrust or 

spike. 
D. All of these are correct.  

 
58. In the study of fingerprint patterns, which of the following are found on the inner surface of the hand 

from the tips of the fingers to the heel of the palm and on the soles of the feet from the tips of the toes 
to the heel which covers approximately 5% of the skin? 

A. Dermis 
B. Epidermis 
C. Friction ridges 
D. Furrow 

59. These are small fine hair like ridges located in the furrows between the two main papillary ridges. The 
crest of the ridge is lower than the crest of the main papillary ridge. Which one is being described? 

A. Friction Ridge 
B. Subsidiary Ridge 
C. Dermis 
D. Hair Follicles 

 
60. It is well accepted that ridges begin to form during fetal life. Approximately, in what stage of life of the 

human fetus, ridges are formed or developed? 
A. Between the third and fifth months of pregnancy when the fetus is approximately 3" - 4" in 

length. 
B. On the 8th month 
C. On the first two months 
D. On the first month of pregnancy is normal 

 
61. After death, the ridges surfaces possess the peculiar property of outlasting most other features of the 

body and may remain recordable until the flesh reaches a state of advanced decomposition.  
A. The statement is true 
B. The statement is false 
C. The statement is partially true 
D. The statement is partially false 
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62. Variety of the fingerprint at the crime scene is classified into two different kinds: the tangible and the 
intangible fingerprint. Tangible fingerprints are  

A. also called latent prints 
B. easy to be seen by the naked eye 
C. difficult to find unless with infrared rays 
D. prints made up of dust 

 
63. What is known as the point where a ridge divides or forks to become two equally strong ridges to run 

either parallel or to diverge? It may point either a clock-wise or counter-clockwise direction. 
A. Convergence 
B. Delta  
C. Dot 
D. Bifurcation 

 
64. The point where a ridge forks and then returns to a single parallel ridge within a relatively short 

distance is also known as __. 
A. Dot   
B. Bifurcation 
C. Enclosure 
D. Spur 

 
65. If two prints have the have the same pattern and enough matching point ridge characteristics and 

there are no unexplained differences, they are considered to match and a positive identification is 
made.  

A. The statement is true as a general rule 
B. The statement is false thus unacceptable 
C. The statement is not applicable  
D. The statement is doubtful 

 
66. When the ridge is short and located within the temporary divergence of parallel ridges, running 

parallel to the ridge on either side, it is called __ 
A. Beginning ridge 
B. Island 
C. Enclosure 
D. Ending Ridge 

 
67. The ridges in this type of fingerprint pattern originate on one side of the pattern area and flow to the 

opposite side. This type of pattern contains no backward turn, recurves or deltas. 
A. Tented arch 
B. Plain arch 
C. Ulnar loop 
D. Radial Loop 

 
68. The ridges in the core of this pattern make a backward turn arranging themselves in the form of a 

hairpin or staple. There is always one delta in this kind of pattern. 
A. Plain Arch 
B. Plain Loops 
C. Spiral Whorls 
D. Elongated Whorls 

 
69. This term is given to a comparatively small group of nondescript patterns, which do not belong to 

traditional arch, loop or whorl types, yet possess characteristics common to all three types. 
A. Accidental Patterns 
B. Whorl Patterns 
C. Arch Patterns 
D. Tented arches 
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70. As a general rule, the pattern area of loops and whorls are enclosed by ___. 
A. Dots 
B. Type Lines 
C. Core and delta 
D. Divergence 

 
71. A loop is that type of fingerprint pattern in which one or more of the ridges enters or either side of the 

impression, recurve, touch or pass an imaginary line drawn from the delta to the core, and terminate 
or tend to terminate on or toward the same side of the impression from whence such ridge or ridges 
entered. The   following are essentials of a loop, except- 

A. A sufficient recurve 
B. A delta 
C. A ridge count across a looping ridge 
D. A Bifurcation 

 
72. Which of the following fingerprint patterns has the presence of at least two deltas with a recurve in 

front in each? 
A. Arch 
B. Loops 
C. Whorls 
D. Central pocket loops 

 
73. The Henry, Galton, FBI System with Modification and Extension is adopted by almost all English-

speaking countries in the world. In this system, the symbol “w” refers to 
A. Plain whorl 
B. Double loop whorl 
C. Central Pocket loop whorl 
D. Accidental whorl 

 
74. This is the result of the summation of all the numerical values assigned to whorls appearing in a 

fingerprint chart which are expressed as numerators and denominators plus the pre-established 
fraction of one over one 1/1 refers to – 

A. Secondary Classification 
B. Primary Classification 
C. Major Classification 
D. General Classification 

 
75. For classification purposes, the ten fingerprints from the corresponding fingers are divided into pairs, 

totaling five pairs in all. The first pair is composed of - 
A. the right middle finger and right ring finger  
B. the right little finger and the left thumb 
C. the left index finger and the left middle finger 
D. the right thumb and the right index finger 

 
76. In ridge counting, the rule for ridge counting loops is that, a ridge-count of 1 to 9 inclusive of each 

index finger is inner and is symbolized by – 
A. capital letter L 
B. capital letter I 
C. capital letter O 
D. none of these 

 
77. The technique for sub-classifying all whorl type of fingerprint patterns is called ____. 

A. Ridge Counting Whorls 
B. Ridge Tracing 
C. Primary Classification 
D. Two-points delta 
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78. ____ is the exhibition in a numerical figure of the ridge count of loops and/or whorls from the two little 
fingers.  The result of the ridge-count is exhibited on the right upper corner of the block where found 
and placed at the extreme right of the classification line.  

A. Major Division 
B. Primary Classification 
C. Final Classification 
D. Key Classification 

 
79. In assigning numerical values to whorl patterns, those appearing in the first pair have a numerical 

value of ___ for each whorl.   
A. 8   
B. 4 
C. 16 
D. 1 

 
80. ____ is derived by ridge-counting the first loops in a set of prints. The ridge-count in the loop may 

come from the right thumb or any other finger except the little fingers.  
A. Major Division 
B. Primary Classification 
C. Final Classification 
D. Key Classification 

 
81. When a fingerprint is so marked by a scar that the general pattern type is unrecognizable and the 

ridge-counting and ridge-tracing cannot be determined, the impression should be given the same 
pattern interpretation and sub classification with the corresponding finger of the other hand. 

A. This is a principle in fingerprint classification 
B. This is a rule in fingerprint classification 
C. This is SOP in ridge counting and ridge tracing 
D. All of the above are correct 

   
82. What are called second choice classifications?  A classifier classifies a set of prints according to the 

pattern interpretations that seems logical to him and then gives reference classifications for any 
alternate interpretations of the individual patterns.   

A. Major Division 
B. Primary Classification 
C. Reference Classification 
D. Key Classification 

 
83. Among the fingerprint patterns, what is the pattern having a combination of two or more different 

types of patterns? It can be combination of a loop or any combination of two different loop and whorl 
type patterns, but it cannot be a combination of a plain arch or any other pattern. 

A. Plain Arch 
B. Accidental Whorl 
C. Tented Arch 
D. Ulnar loop 

 
84. In general, one who had special and competent knowledge of a subject, and who obtained this 

special knowledge either through experience is called – 
A. Opinion Master 
B. Expert 
C. Witness 
D. Examiner 
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85. What do you call a short ridge at the top or summit of a re-curve usually at right angle? 
A. Dot 
B. Appendage 
C. Bridge 
D. Bifurcation 

 
86. In the study of tool marks, the tools marks which are produced by a single application of the tool in 

one area of contact is called - 
A. Striation mark 
B. Compression marks   
C. Friction marks 
D. Identification marks 

 
87. Hairs are important part of study in forensic science. The kind of protein found in human hair is 

known as - 
A. Fibrinogen 
B. Keratin 
C. Lecithin 
D. Chlorine 

 
88. Forensic scientists studying gun powders considered that black and smokeless gunpowder which 

contains an oxidizing agent is called -   
A. Chlorates  
B. Carbonates 
C. Nitrates 
D. Sulphates 

 
89. Toxicologists study several kinds of poisons. The poisonous substance derived from a bullfrog is 

called - 
A. Picrotoxin 
B. Bufotoxin 
C. Dilantin   
D. Dexedrine 

 
90. Forensic scientists have discovered that the amount of blood alcohol considered dangerous to life is - 

A. 5.0%   
B. 0.15% 
C. 2.5% 
D. 0.05% 

 
91. In the crime laboratory, the scientist would deal with blood from time to time. The most popular 

preliminary test to determine the presence of blood is -  
A. Acid phosphatase test 
B. Benzidine test    
C. Milionis test 
D. Guaiacum test 

 
92. In the crime laboratory, the scientist would study guns and gun powders in many crime cases 

involving the use of firearms. The test use to extract gunpowder residues from the hands of a person 
suspected to have fired a gun is called - 

A. Fingerprint 
B. Diphenylamine  
C. Swabbing 
D. Dermal nitrate 
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93. In narcotics drug testing, chemists explained that Methamphetamine Hydrochloride is usually 
checked using -  

A. Marquis test     
B. Fast blue salt test     
C. Simon’s test  
D. K-12 

 
94. Acceptably, the confirmatory test for the presence of blood in an alleged bloodstain specimen is - 

A. Phenolphthalein  
B. Takayama     
C. Benzidine 
D. Luminal 

 
95. In moulage casting of impression, the most ideal substance added to plaster to Paris to harden faster 

is - 
A. Calcium carbonate  
B. Sodium chloride  
C. Sodium hydroxide   
D. Hydrochloric acid  

 
96. Among the following, what forensic evidence usually overlooked by the investigators in the crime 

scene which is called “matters in the wrong place”? 
A. Flammable substance  
B. Impressions 
C. Dusts 
D. Smoke 

 
97. One of the following is a gaseous poison which emanates from the incomplete combustion of fuels 

causes death on the victim by preventing the normal transportation and supply of oxygen to the cells 
forming carboxyhemoglobin. 

A. Carbon Dioxide  
B. Carbon Monoxide 
C. Sulfuric Acid 
D. Ammonia 

 
98. According to experts, poisons are more absorbed rapidly through the body when in the form of - 

A. Liquid state 
B. Solid state 
C. Aerosol 
D. Gaseous state  

 
99. Toxicologists found out that certain types of cactus plants are poisonous. Accordingly, the poison 

extracted or obtained from the peyote cactus known as narcotic cactus is called – 
A. Meperidine 
B. Papaverine 
C. Muscarine 
D. Mescaline 

 
100. Measures against certain types of poison have been studied. Expert suggested that, the best 

antidote for poisoning caused by Iodine is - 
A. Milk or dairy products 
B. Water 
C. Starch 
D. Charcoal 

 
-End of Mock Board Exam- 


